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What is an 
Interstate 
Compact? 

Legislatively enacted contract among states



 Les, that license in your wallet, that’s not an 
ordinary piece of paper, that’s a driver’s 
license… a license to go wherever, whenever 
and with whomever you choose.

 Drivers License Compact: 

 Best Known Compact

  

License to Drive, 1988



Few Facts 
about an 
Interstate 
Compact

Simple, versatile, and proven tool

Effective means to address common problems

Contract between states

Responds to national priorities with one voice

Retains collective state sovereignty over issues 
belonging to the states

Assist states in developing and enforcing 
standards while providing a structure that can 
evolve to meet new and increased demands as 
needed. 



Is there more 
to know 
about 
compacts?

 There are over 270 active compacts

 Each state has enacted between 20-80 compacts 

 Compacts used for:
 Borders and Land/Water Administration

 Transportation 

 Other 

 There are now 21 Occupational Licensure Compacts 
with 426 enactments, and 53 of those occurred in 
2025

 Professions with Interstate Compacts for 
Occupational Licensure (www.licensureproject.org)

http://www.licensureproject.org/


What is an 
Occupational 
Licensure 
Compact

• An interstate compact among states to improve 
workforce mobility for licensed professionals

• States joining the compact agree to the compact 
uniform criteria by which qualified practitioners from a 
member state may utilize the compact pathway to 
practice

• The compact pathway to practice streamlines the 
process compared to the traditional licensure model

• Occupational licensure compacts are developed uniquely 
for a particular profession, or set of closely related 
professions



Policy 
Advantages of 
Licensure 
Compacts

 Two-way reciprocity among participating 
states

 Compliance standards among states ensures
enforceability of provisions

 Does not supplant existing pathways and 
scopes of practice

 Voluntary for states to join and for 
practitioners to use





So, What is an 
Interstate 
Compact 
Commission 

 What it is: 
 It’s a body politic 

 It’s an instrumentality 
of the state 
governments which join 
the compact

 It has rulemaking 
authority, and its rules 
have the effect of law in 
the member states

 It is, therefore, a multi-
state governmental 
rulemaking body

 What it is not: 
 It’s not a nonprofit 

corporation

 It’s not a private 
“membership” 
organization

 It’s not a professional 
association 



What is 
PSYPACT? 

Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact

 Interstate Compact

Designed to regulate telepsychology & 
temporary in-person, face-to-face practice 
of psychology 

 Focuses on psychology and psychologist 



What are the 
benefits of 
PSYPACT?

Increases 
client/patient 
access to care  

Facilitates 
continuity of care 

when 

client/patient 
relocates, etc.

Ability to readily 
know legal 

requirements

Promotes 
cooperation 

across PSYPACT 

states in the area 
of licensure and 

regulation

Offers a higher 
degree of 
consumer 

protection across 
state lines



How does 
telepsychology 
practice work 
under 
PSYPACT? 
   
   
  

Psychologist 
in Home 
Compact 

State
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State #1

Compact 
State #2

Compact 
State #3

Compact 
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Compact 
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Compact 
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Current PSYPACT 
Status 
 For the most up-to-date list, 

please visit the PSYPACT 
website: 

https://psypact.org/page/psypac
tmap

https://psypact.org/page/psypactmap
https://psypact.org/page/psypactmap


How many 
active 
Authorization 
Holders are 
there? 

As of February 23, 2026:

Authority to Practice Interjurisdictional 
Telepsychology (APIT): 16,074

Temporary Authorization to Practice 
(TAP): 930



Value to 
Stakeholders 

 For Licensing Boards: PSYPACT is beneficial to Texas because it 
functions as a licensure mobility tool that allows qualified 
psychologists from other PSYPACT states to deliver services to 
Texans, helping alleviate the state’s mental health workforce 
shortage. Importantly, PSYPACT expands access to care without 
growing the administrative state or lowering professional 
standards, as participating psychologists must meet uniform 
licensure requirements that preserve the quality of behavioral 
health services available to Texans. 

 For Practitioners: "I am so glad that I joined PSYPACT - it has 
been wonderful for my practice. Not only do I receive regular 
referrals from the PSYPACT Directory, but I can also provide 
continuity of care for clients who live and work, or go to school, in 
different states. PSYPACT has increased my practice visibility and 
mobility!"



How is PSYPACT being 
Used? 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/psypact.gov/resour
ce/resmgr/renewal_data/2025/renewal_dat
e_-2025.pdf

https://cdn.ymaws.com/psypact.gov/resource/resmgr/renewal_data/2025/renewal_date_-2025.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/psypact.gov/resource/resmgr/renewal_data/2025/renewal_date_-2025.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/psypact.gov/resource/resmgr/renewal_data/2025/renewal_date_-2025.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/psypact.gov/resource/resmgr/renewal_data/2025/renewal_date_-2025.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/psypact.gov/resource/resmgr/renewal_data/2025/renewal_date_-2025.pdf


Does 
PSYPACT 
make sense 
financially? 

Fees: 
Application: $440 for E.Passport/APIT 

- $240 for IPC/TAP

Renewal: $120 for E.Passport/APIT - 
$70 for IPC/TAP

Psychology Board Licensing Fees 
(www.asppbcentre.org): 
Average: $346 Initial Application Fee

Average: $315 License Renewal Fee



Examples of 
the PSYPACT 
Digital Badges 

 Virtual representation that an 
individual has been granted an 
authorization to practice by 
the PSYPACT Commission

 Verifiable & have built in 
security measures

 Only active Authorization 
Holders will be issued a digital 
badge

  Shareable on social media, 
websites, and signature blocks 



Can my authorization be verified?  verifypsypact.org



NEW Spotlight 
Directory



Is  There a Directory for Authorization 
Holders? 
https://psypact.gov/page/Directory



Visit our Website:
www.psypact.gov

Where can I 
find out more 
about 
PSYPACT? 



Thank you & 
Questions! 

For further information please 
contact: 

 Janet Orwig (janet.orwig@psypact.gov
 Gina Polk gina.polk@psypact.gov) 
 Ashley Lucas (Ashley.lucas@psypact.gov) 
 These products are supported by the Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services under HlMRH24096 Licensure Portability Grant 
Program. This information or content and conclusions are those of 
the author and should not be construed as the official position or 
policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS, 
or the U.S. Government.
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